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1. What is a pracademic?
2. How I work as one
3. Why we need more



https://www.jstor.org/stable/26330058

What is a pracademic?

Pueblo County 
Health Department



http://ipacimpact.blogspot.com/2013/09/what-is-pracademic_29.html



http://ipacimpact.blogspot.com/2013/09/what-is-pracademic_29.html

public health practitioners

academics

pracademics



pracademics

http://ipacimpact.blogspot.com/2013/09/what-is-pracademic_29.html

1. People who appreciate the benefits of solving 
real-world challenges by combining practitioner 
and academic perspectives

2. Someone whose work as a practitioner draws
heavily on academia, or whose academic work 
is closely connected to the practitioner’s world



Real World Public Health Challenges



Health is Not Random



Thinking Doing Pracademics 
do both

Academics
Develop explicit 

knowledge 
(formal, 

systematic)

Practitioners
Develop tactical 

knowledge 
(observational, 

anecdotal)



Pueblo County 
Health Department
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How I work as a pracademic



Observed Face Mask Use at 
Sixty-Six Universities, 

Spring 2021

Estimating COVID-19 Cases on 
University Campuses Prior to 

Semester

Application of Systems Approaches 
in Governmental Public Health

Image credit: CDC, study teams

Practitioner-driven 
research questions:

1. Where is safe?
2. What should we 

prepare for?
3. How are we doing 

our work?
-----------------------------
1. How do we prevent 

DUIs?
2. How can we address 

childcare as a public 
health issue?

1 2 3

How I work as a pracademic
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How I work as a pracademic

Become a decision-
maker.

or 

Learn who the 
decision-makers are 
and form a 
relationship with 
them.



Pracademic 
work

explicit 
knowledge 

(formal, 
systematic) 

tactical 
knowledge 

(observational, 
anecdotal) 

Disseminated
directly to the 

users/ 
implementers/ 

decision makers

Evaluated for 
effectiveness/ 

usefulness/ 
relevance

Pracademic 
work
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Why we need more pracademics



Academic positions 
come with:
Challenge
Privilege 

In return, we agree to:
Improve our world,
Be a part of the 
community



Questions?
Conversation?
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