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Definitions:

• Climate medicine is a critical new approach
that aims to educate and prepare health 
professionals, hospitals, and communities to 
manage the health impacts of climate change. 

• Planetary health is “…a solutions-oriented, 
transdisciplinary field … focused on analyzing 
and addressing the impacts of human 
disruptions to Earth’s natural systems on 
human health and all life on Earth”



Planetary health 
recognizes the health of 
the planet as a system.



Needs 
assessment



Frameworks for education

Global Consortium for Climate Health Education

Planetary Health Alliance

International Journal of Environmental Research 
and Public Health



•Structured
•Layered
•Flexible



Sample (abridged) curricular map
Planetary Health Domains

Knowledge and Analytical Skills What is climate change, and what are its 
health impacts?

Clinical Practice How do we manage climate impacts at 
the bedside, and in our hospital systems?

Public Health Practice How do we manage underlying socio-
ecological determinants of health?

Policy and Advocacy How do we manage climate impacts at 
the population health level?

Communication and Collaboration How do we do all of the above effectively

Adapted from Core Competencies published by the GCCHE at Columbia University



Picture this…
Planetary Health Domain

Knowledge and 
Analytical Skills

Pre-
clinical

Clinical Practice

Public Health 
Practice

Policy and Advocacy

Communication 
and Collaboration 



Picture this…
Planetary Health Domain

Knowledge and 
Analytical Skills

Pre-
clinical

Clinical

Clinical Practice Clinical
-Bedside

Public Health 
Practice

Policy and Advocacy

Communication 
and Collaboration 



Picture this…
Planetary Health Domain

Knowledge and 
Analytical Skills

Pre-
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Clinical Residency

Clinical Practice Clinical
-Bedside
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-Bedside
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systems
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Picture this…
Planetary Health Domain
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Picture this…
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Picture this…
Planetary Health Domain

Knowledge and 
Analytical Skills

Pre-
clinical

Clinical Residency Fellowship CME

Clinical Practice Clinical
-Bedside

Residency
-Bedside
-Health 
systems

Fellowship
-Health 
systems

CME
-Health 
systems

Public Health 
Practice

Fellowship CME

Policy and Advocacy Fellowship CME

Communication 
and Collaboration All 



UME
- Elective course
- Curricular integration 
underway 



GME -
Residency



GME -
Fellowship



Accomplishments



CME

• Faculty development = rate limiting step for 
CCH education

• Ad-lib virtual resources from Project Echo, 
GCCHE, Medical Society Consortium, and 
more. 

• Here at CU…Diploma in Climate Medicine



Diploma in Climate 
Medicine
• 5 Certificates:

• Foundations and Updates in Climate Medicine

• Developing Sustainable Hospital Systems

• Disaster Response and Recovery

• Community Resilience: Energy Innovation & 
Healthy Infrastructure

• Global Challenges



A growing 
team



Questions?

Thank you!
bhargavi.chekuri@cuanschutz.edu
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