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BACKGROUND & OBJECTIVES

Our “Cost Card” lists prices of 
diagnostic studies for use in 
problem-based learning. With use 
of this tool, learners will be able 
to:
1. Consider the financial impact of 

a diagnostic workup when 
deciding which tests to order in 
a problem-based learning 
case.

2. Identify diagnostic studies that 
are more costly or more 
affordable for patients within a 
problem-based learning case.

3. Appreciate the impact of 
unnecessary diagnostic studies 
on patient care value after 
completing a problem-based 
learning course.
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Figure 4. The cost card for labs and 
imaging studies with their respective prices 
improved my understanding of relative costs 
of common tests.
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Figure 2. I consider cost when evaluating 
what tests should be ordered in a case.
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Figure 3. How often did your group use the 
cost card for labs and imaging studies with 
their respective prices?

• Costs of diagnostic tests 
derived from:                             
www.healthcarebluebook.com

• First- and second-year 
students used cards in pre-
clinical case-based learning.

• Students answered three 
questions about cost cards 
on end-of-year evaluations.

Figure 1. Example Cost Card.• The US spends more per 
capita on healthcare than any 
other nation.1

• Medical costs contribute to over 
half of bankruptcies in the US.2

• Physicians are responsible for 
80% of healthcare costs.3

• The Choosing Wisely® STARS 
Campaign aims to integrate 
healthcare value curricula into 
medical education programs 
across the US.

• Cost card incorporation in case-based 
learning is achievable. It contributes to 
engagement with and understanding of 
healthcare value concepts.

• Further research is needed to evaluate if 
this intervention will decrease resource 
utilization as students enter residency 
and unsupervised practice.

• Different versions of cost cards have 
been incorporated into other specialty-
specific small groups for medical 
students.

• We propose implementation in other 
medical schools as early in medical 
education as possible to encourage 
consideration of cost in clinical 
reasoning.

Scan QR Code to 
view a digital 
Cost Card

 
Values derived from Healthcare Bluebook Fair Price Search and interpretation fees from CU Medicine Billing 
 

Hematology 
Study 

Price ($) Potential 
Alternative 

($)  Head imaging ($) MRI (all) ($) 

CBC 17 w/out diff. 
21 w/ diff. 

Spun 
Hemoglobin 

7  Panorex (mandible & 
maxilla) 
 

128 w/out contrast 983 

Iron studies 
 
 

17 serum Fe 
36 ferritin 
23 TIBC 
34 Transferrin 

Ferritin 
alone 

36  Head CT 
     w/out contrast 
     w/ contrast 
     w/ and w/out contrast 

 
552 
730 
913 

w/ contrast 1,205 

Coagulation 
panel 

11 PT/INR 
16 PTT 

INR  11  CT Mandible/face 
     w/out contrast 
     w/ contrast 
 

 
655 
782 
 

w/ and w/out contrast 1,567 

Other blood 
studies 

Price ($) Potential 
Alternative 

($)  Abdominal/Pelvic 
imaging 

($)  Extremities X-ray ($)  

CMP 28 BMP 
LFT 

23 
22 

 Abdominal U/S 
 

352 
 

 

Humerus 88 

ESR 
CRP 

8 
14 

   Abdominal CT 
     w/out contrast 
     w/ contrast 
     w/ and w/out contrast 

 
659 
770 
950 

Wrist/hand 87 

Lipid profile 43 
  

 Pelvic U/S 
 

322 
 

Femur 83 

Thyroid panel 44  TSH 
17  T3/T4 

TSH only 44    Tib/Fib 88 

Other tests Price ($) Potential 
alternative 

($)  Spine imaging ($)  Thoracic Imaging ($)  

Urinalysis 
w/micro 

9 Urine dip 6  Spine x-ray cervical 
Spine x-ray thoracic 
Spine x-ray lumbosacral 
 
 
CT spine 
     w/out contrast 
     w/ contrast 
      

131 
101 
127 
 
 
 
643 
755 
 

PA/Lateral CXR 
 
 
 
Chest CT 
    w/out contrast 
    w/ contrast 
    w/ and w/out contrast 

92 
 
 
 
 
632 
762 
943 
 

Serum B-
HCG (qual) 

20 Urine 
pregnancy 

17  

BAL 152 Breathalyzer 32  

ECG 33   
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