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Background:

• Background:
• Necrotizing soft tissue infections:
• Incidence reported at 500-1500/year or 0.4/100,000 (group A 

strep)1

• More recent estimates use databases with sampling, requiring 
back calculations

• Misdiagnosis is common: 41 - 96%2

• Mortality: 4-46%3

• Lack of epidemiologic data limits diagnostic and prognostic 
calculators

• Purpose:
• Assess patients with NSTI hospitalized in CA in 2016
• Population-based incidence
• Demographics, comorbidities, anatomic spectrum
• Patient outcomes

• Retrospective review:
• California Office of Statewide Health Planning and 

Development Patient Discharge Database
• All hospitalized patients
• 2016
• Patients selected using ICD-10 diagnosis codes; operative 

interventions assessed via ICD-10 procedure codes
• Excluded patients previously hospitalized for soft tissue 

infection before 2016

• Incidence higher than some historical reports 
• Highest prevalence among 50-59-year-old white males
• Common comorbidities: DM, HTN, IVDU
• Many, but not majority, required advanced ICU therapies
• Only ~ 50% discharged home; 15% death/hospice

Background

Methods

Results

Discussion

• 1925 patients
• Incidence: 4.9/100,000
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